
Trinity Evangelical Free Church



Trinity is a family-friendly church where people genuinely love one another and exude the warmth and 
friendliness of a small-town atmosphere. Our passion for the gospel, love for God’s word, and healthy 
leadership draw people together for worship from more than a dozen surrounding communities. At Trinity 
you can expect to find individuals and families passionate about loving Jesus and serving people out of 
hearts that are being transformed by the gospel. People have made Trinity their home, not because we have 
impressive facilities, but because God’s people are characterized by genuine, gospel, transformation that 
begins in the heart and works its way out in our relationships. 

We exist to glorify God by loving Him with all of our heart, delighting in His 
Word, and declaring His gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit for the 
transformation of lives in a vital and joyful union with Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is built upon the two great pillars of the Great Commandment (Matt. 22:37-38) 
and Great Commission (Matt. 28:18-20). This means that our direction as a church is both 
Godward with the affections of our heart and outward with the hope of the gospel. The result 
will be transformed lives as the Spirit of God works through the Word of God to manifest in us 
the eternal, abundant life that is only found in a vital and joyful union with Jesus Christ. 

Fulfilling this mission would mean that TEFC is a God-glorifying, love-motivated, Bible-
saturated, gospel-driven, Spirit-empowered, transformational, Christ-centered church. It is our 
heart’s desire that God would increasingly shape this reality in our church family. 

https://trinityefree.com/


Pretending has no place in the Christian faith. We want to lead lives of authenticity. This 
is the only way the power of the gospel can have its full effect in our lives. 

Gospel-driven change is what the Kingdom of God is all about. We long to see this 
kind of transformation take place internally, interpersonally and interculturally. 

This good news is at the center of everything we are and everything we do. It offers 
peace with God, unity with one another and hope to a broken world.



Plainview is a pleasant community of approximately 3,000 people, located in 
southeastern Minnesota between the scenic Mississippi River Valley and the city of 
Rochester. This community is centered in a beautiful agricultural area with its population 
consisting primarily of German and Scandinavian descendants.

Plainview is a growing community evidenced by new housing subdivisions and new 
businesses. Growth is stimulated by our close proximity to Rochester, which provides 
job opportunities, recreational activities, shopping, entertainment, and world-renown 
medical facilities. 

Locally, people depend primarily upon agriculture-related businesses, such as Lakeside 
Foods and Plainview Milk Products. Plainview celebrates two large annual festivals: Corn 
on the Cob Days in August and Olde Fashioned Christmas in December.

Medical needs are met by two local clinics, satellites of Mayo and Olmsted Clinics in 
Rochester, and four hospitals within a thirty-minute drive.

https://plainviewmn.com/


Plainview offers excellent educational opportunities through its school systems:
Immanuel Lutheran School (PreK-8) and Plainview-Elgin-Millville Community School 
(PreK-12, with grade levels split between 4 buildings in Plainview and Elgin). 

Our church is also the home to a number of homeschooling families.

Our community and the surrounding area offer a wide variety of 
services, businesses and recreational opportunities. Some local 
businesses include banks, a large grocery store, a drug store, a 
hardware store with a large building center, fitness centers, hair 
salons, floral shops, furniture stores, a nursing home with an 
assisted-living wing, dental offices, chiropractic offices, veterinary 
offices and an eye clinic as well as Cabin Coffee, Subway, Dairy 
Queen, several other restaurants and cafes, Family Dollar, and Kwik 
Trip. Plainview also enjoys a community theater, library, bike trail, 
swimming pool, golf course, community center, and several city 
parks. Nearby are ski lodges, motocross tracks, snowmobile trails, 
Carley and Whitewater State Parks and the Mississippi River.

https://www.immanuelplainview.org/immanuel-lutheran-school/
http://www.pem.k12.mn.us/


Our Trinity family is comprised of a variety of age 
groups, from college students and young families to 
senior adults. Trinity began in early 1989 with a home 
prayer group of 13 families and called their first pastor 
a couple of months later. God provided a prime 
location adjacent to Highway 42, along with church 
members with construction skills, and the group held 
their first service in their new building on Easter 
Sunday 1991. Trinity was soon after accepted into the 
Evangelical Free Church of America.

Trinity is currently led by Senior Pastor Tyrone Spenst, 
who was called to Trinity in 2002. We have been 
blessed with the leadership of associate pastors who 
have provided a vibrant youth ministry rich in biblical 
teaching, along with national and international mission 
trips. We also have a part-time Administrative Assistant. 
Our leadership team includes a male elder board, an 
Administrative Council comprised of both men and 
women, and various ministry teams. Trinity consists of 
74 members with around 130 regular attenders.  Trinity 
is elder-led and congregational.  

Our annual budget is currently $244,086. We are so 
thankful that God has graciously provided above and 
beyond our budget each year while remaining debt-
free. Trinity is in the process of designing and planning 
a debt-free facility expansion for increased space and 
flexibility to reach and disciple people for Christ. We 
own 5.4 acres of land which allows room for expansion. 
Our current sanctuary seats 180 and also serves as our 
fellowship hall. There are seven classrooms and a 
nursery, plus a fully equipped kitchen.



Our worship services are aimed at being God-centered and gospel-
saturated. Our worship style is mostly contemporary, with an emphasis on 
engaging Christ from the heart rather than formality or performance-
based. Our worship team faithfully leads us with an aim toward  
“undistracting excellence.” Our Sunday morning preaching is expository 
with primary application made to believers, though the gospel is 
consistently highlighted from week to week for the purpose of appealing 
to unbelievers as well as encouraging believers to live out the gospel truths 
in their daily lives. We also encourage public prayer in our services to be 
worship-based and Bible-saturated. We observe communion monthly and 
practice believer’s baptism. 

Discipleship initiatives include leadership training, men’s and women’s 
Bible studies, biblical counseling, Life Groups, Sunday school, youth 
meetings and small groups, AWANA, children’s church, and special events. 
We encourage everyone to develop personal habits of worship, scripture 
meditation, and prayer. 

We have a core of people with a vision to grow Trinity’s influence in the 
community through outreach. This has been manifested in the past 
through an Outreach Ministry Team which promoted events such as 
FaithWorks, neighborhood outreaches, PraiseFest, and PEM & community 
“Trinity Treat” days.



▪ We desire to be a people of authentic, passionate, Christ-centered worship. 
▪ We desire to be a grace-filled family of faith in Christ that joyfully submits to the truth and authority of Scripture 

in all life and doctrine. 
▪ We desire to be a prayer-saturated church that, through dependence on God and confidence in Him, will 

honor the headship of Jesus Christ. 
▪ We desire to go as Christ’s ambassadors to our world, sharing the gospel and leading individuals into a 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
▪ We desire to be a church family that equips and encourages each other in the context of loving 

relationships to become fully mature followers of Christ who love Him with all their heart by obeying His word. 
▪ We desire to be a body that glorifies God by developing and employing each member’s spiritual gifts as 

stewards of God’s grace in serving Christ and others. 
▪ We desire to be a church body that utilizes its members in a team approach to leadership and ministry under 

the headship of Jesus Christ. 

Rom 12:1-2; John 4:21-24; 2 Tim 3:16-17; Jer 15:16; 1Tim 4:6, 13, 15-16; John 15:5; Mark 10:27; Col 1:18; Eph 1:22-23; Acts 1:8; 
Matt 28:18-20; 2 Cor 5:18-21; Matt 28:19-20; Matt 22:37-38; I Pet 4:10-11; I Cor 12; Rom 12:3-8; 1 Cor 12:14-29; Acts 6:1-7



As we look to the future, we believe it would be in Trinity’s best 
interest to pursue an Associate Pastor of Youth & Discipleship. While 
youth ministry will be a significant portion of this position, we have 
entitled this role Associate Pastor of Youth & Discipleship because 
we want to be clear that the best youth ministry is done in the 
context and culture of church-wide discipleship. We are looking for 
more than a youth pastor; we are looking for someone who has a 
passion for discipleship to all ages, and who especially enjoys 
discipling youth.

Several important factors led us in this direction:

▪ We have a clear biblical mandate that discipleship is the 
backbone of all gospel ministry and maturity (see Ephesians 
4:11-16; Matthew 28:18-20). 

▪ We want to be more intentional about encouraging each 
member’s growth in the context of intergenerational, inter-
ministry discipleship. For example, our youth need more than a 
strong youth ministry. They also need the benefit of a strong 
men’s ministry, just as our women’s and children’s ministries 
need a strong men’s ministry and vice versa. We are praying that 
our current ministries will be able to complement each other for 
a more strategic and wholistic ministry. 

▪ The best counseling ministry that a church can offer is 
preventative counseling through strategic discipleship. 

▪ Our discipleship focus is not meant to replace a passion for 
outreach but to fuel it. True discipleship results in reaching our 
communities and world for Christ! 



We are looking for a man whose life is contagiously centered on God’s greatness and grace.  His 
passion for Christ can be seen through a gospel-driven life that models authenticity and servanthood 
among God’s people as well as a winsome presence among unbelievers in the community. It is 
essential that his life be characterized by humility and a teachable spirit that flows out of an abiding 
relationship with Christ through daily worship in the word and prayer. 

We desire a man whose life passion is helping others grow to maturity in Christ (discipleship) and has 
enthusiasm for relating to youth while providing the maturity to function as a shepherd to the whole of 
God’s people entrusted to his care. It is important for him to be a team-leader whose ministry is 
strengthened by a healthy marriage and to demonstrate a whole-hearted love for God and sincere love 
for people.  We are seeking a man to partner with us in a vision of gospel-transformation through 
church-wide strategic discipleship, youth ministry and biblical counseling. 

It is preferable that he have experience with youth, discipleship, and preaching. The candidate should 
either be trained for or willing to be trained in biblical counseling.  



Trinity paused our in-person worship services in Spring 2020 while our 
elder team prayerfully determined our next steps. We had previously 
desired to launch a livestream presence, and the need to continue to 
serve our body and community helped us make that a reality! We 
surveyed our church family regarding their comfort levels for protocols, 
and we resumed in-person worship services soon after. 

When our governor issued a state-wide mask mandate, our congregation 
voted to affirm the elders’ conviction that the church is not obligated to 
enforce government mandates and that Trinity’s leadership would be 
responsible for setting church protocols and determining the extent to 
which Trinity would comply with government mandates regarding public 
worship. As a result, our elders have respectfully taken into consideration 
the State’s recommendations but have ultimately applied protocols that 
we believe best serve the interests of our congregation. 

Given that our church family had differing sensitivities to masking, we 
moved to offer two Sunday morning worship services last fall to provide 
an option for everyone with the goal of having as many people gather for 
worship as possible. We are encouraged to see the majority of our Trinity 
family returning to in-person worship and look forward to offering small 
groups and Sunday School again soon. We are also thankful that our 
giving has remained consistent throughout this season. 


